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IIy Against Homelessness

The Wythe County Chapter held a “Rally Against Homelessness”
on August 21 to call on their town council to address the needs of
unhoused members of the community.

After the rally, members of the chapter spoke at the town council
meeting, and council agreed to meet with them and HOPE
(Helping Overcome Poverty’s Existence) to talk about a warming/
cooling shelter.

There are more than 400 unhoused people in the area.

New Campaign Beginning

In Harrisonburg, the residents of Cedar Hill Park have met with
Virginia Organizing twice now to discuss the changes they want to
see in their community.

Speed bumps, better street lights, better water quality, and a
longer time given for repairs are some of the changes they plan to
call for. They are ready to take action!
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Introducing our new Halifax
Organizer - Liz CunmnghamI

Liz was born in Boston and attend-
ed the University of Rhode Island,
where she received a Bachelor of
Science in Nursing. In 2006, she
moved to Halifax, Virginia where
she found her passion for health
care community outreach in helping
disabled clients as a Disability Nurse
Consultant.

We're thrilled that Liz has joined

us and will be developing a new
chapter in the South Boston/Halifax
County area.

"I joined Virginia Organizing

because I wanted to make a

positive impact in my community,”

Liz says. "I love that Virginia

Organizing focuses on grassroots organizing and social justice.

%lholpl;a to work on issues like affordable housing and mental
ealth.”
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7:00-8:30 pm

ML and Spanish interpretation
N will be provided
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Rural Organizing

For our Community Learning and Strategy Session (CLASS) on
THURSDAY, September 7 at 7 p.m. on Zoom, we will be talking
about rural organizing.

Come learn about how organizing in rural communities is different
from big cities and share strategies that have worked for you and
ideas or questions you have.

Closed captions, ASL, and Spanish interpretation will be provided.
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In early 2022 a group of queer community members and allies
decided to hold a Pride celebration at Breaks Interstate Park in ru-
ral Appalachia, on the Virginia-Kentucky border. The event was to
be less of a parade and more of a rural family reunion style pride
celebration, an expression of queer rural values of community and
mutual aid. The space offered connections to resources to help
people meet their basic needs like food, housing, and health care.
They billed the space as Happalachian Social Club. It went about
as well as one should expect it to.

It was a smashing success. Over 100 people showed up to the
first annual Pride in the Park in Clintwood, VA, enough to overflow
the space and necessitate a larger venue for 2023. The event
demonstrated that queer folx not only exist in Appalachia, but
want community, connection, and visibility. And it showed that
there is broader support from their neighbors than one would
assume based on stereotypes of Appalachia.

The organizers had touched on an unmet need with tremendous
potential and pent-up support. Because they wanted to grow their
work, they needed more structure to hold it, so they reached out
to Virginia Organizing and became a joint plan of work partner in
advance of their 2023 event. Rebranding as Patchwork Kinfolx,
the organization has established itself as a queer arts collective
dedicated to cultural organizing. They seek to use the arts to
forge and cement ties in the community, and to provide a space
of belonging for marginalized community members.

They are addressing cultural challenges that are common to

the region: a sense of hopelessness linked to a poor economy,
declining population, and the grief of losses during the COVID-19
pandemic. Many people suffer from despair. Patchwork Kinfolx is
igniting a sense of hope through joyful community-building that
invites as many people as possible into the work, regardless of
background.

Pierceton Hobbs, one of the founders of the group, grew up in the
coalfields of Virginia, and started the work in part to meet his own
need for support and connection.

“I was a hollar kid in a white community,” he says. “My parents
divorced and my mother remarried when I was a tween. My
stepdad was Black, and I started going to an AME Zion church in
Norton, VA.”

His experience in a Black community helped give him an under-
standing of how histories of racism, classism, gender violence,
and homophobia come together to impact his community. It is
foundational to how Patchwork sees its work. But growing up
queer in Appalachia meant facing incredible trauma.

"I was couch surfing at 17-years old. I was a ‘lost cause’ for three
years.”

When Pierceton saw other young people like him going through
the same things, he woke up. "I got into community organizing,
learned queer history and activism; I learned environmental and
cultural history, and I got a job at Appalshop that tied all those
things together.” It was during that tough time of his life that the
seeds of Patchwork Kinfolx were sown.

The work started with mutual aid — directly-affected people
coming together to meet each other’s needs — and evolved when
it became clear that people needed a “third place” beyond the
workplace or home where they could find community. Patchwork
Kinfolx is a collective, meaning that they make all decisions by
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consensus and assign roles on a case-by-case basis according to
the needs of each project they adopt. They move slowly, want-
ing to avoid goal-oriented grind culture that could burn people
out. The goal is in the process: be fun, be supportive, let people
come to the work on their own terms. Projects themselves include
the core work of using artistic expression to connect and edu-
cate their community, but they have distinct working groups for
each project or task: planning for the Pride event, fundraising, a
“dream team” for envisioning new projects, and mutual aid.

While their work is local, anyone can support their cultural work
by becoming a member for a $12 monthly fee. Members get ac-
cess to exclusive blog and artistic content for purchase.

Patchwork Kinfolx is demonstrating how effective organizing in
Appalachia is different from more visible work that takes place

in urban areas. For many of us, when we imagine how to cele-
brate Pride, we think of a parade. In the hollars of Appalachia, it
is a picnic. In order to be successful, a picnic needs everyone to
show up and contribute what they have. That means everyone
has a stake in how tasty the meal is. There are no spectators to a
picnic. Everyone has something to offer, everyone has something
to gain, everyone depends on each other. That is something we
can all learn from.

Together we can create a more
just and equitable Virginia

Registration is now open for Grassroots Gathering 2023 on Sep-
tember 23 in Richmond! We're so happy that we will be able to
meet in person this year.

We will gather at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Richmond, partic-
ipate in an action at the Governor’s mansion, eat lunch together,
and then have workshops. ASL and Spanish interpretation will be
provided.

Register today!

https://virgini

If you're not able to attend, help us bring the biggest
action to the mansion Governor Youngkin has ever seen.
Donate at the bottom of the registration page to cover
transportation, meals, and lodgings for other members.

If you would like to advertise in the program book we give out

to all of the participants at the gathering, fill out the form on our
website. We will also tag and thank our sponsors on social media,
share websites, and more.

Local Chapters and Areas Served:

Charlottesville/Albemarle County, Danville, Eastern Shore,
Fredericksburg Area, Harrisonburg/Rockingham County, Halifax
County, Lee County, Lynchburg, Martinsville/Henry County, New
River Valley, Newport News/Hampton, Norfolk, Portsmouth,
Richmond Area, Suffolk, Waynesboro, Wise County, Wythe County

Virginia Organizing

703 Concord Avenue
Charlottesville, VA 22903
434-984-4655
info@virginia-organizing.org
WWWw.virginia-organizing.org
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